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and asked me which was the greatest nation of the Franks,
I told him there were several equally powerful, but perhaps
that the English nation might be fairly described as the most
important. He answered, * Ay 1 on the sea, but not on land.'
I was surprised by the general knowledge indicated by
this remark, and more so when he further observed that
there was another nation stronger by land. I mentioned
the Hussians. He had not heard of them, notwithstanding
the recent war with the Porte, The French ? I inquired.
He knew the French, and then told me he had been at the
siege of Acre, which explained all this intelligence. He
then inquired, if I were an Englishman. J told him my
country, but was not astonished that he had never heard of
it. I observed that, when the old man spoke, he was
watched by his followers with the greatest attention, and
they grinned with pride and exultation at his knowledge of
the Franks, showing their white teeth, elevating their eyes,
and exchanging looks of wonder.

Two women now entered the tent, at which I was sur-
prised. They had returned from the fountain, and wore
small black masks, which covered the upper part of the
face. They knelt down at the fire, and made a cake of
bread, which one of them handed to me. I now offered to
the scheik my own pipe, which Lausanne had prepared.
Coffee was again handed, and a preparation of sour milk
and rice, not unpalatable.

I offered the scheik renewed compliments on his mode of
life, in order to maintain conversation; for the chief,
although, like the Arabs in general, of a lively tempera-
ment, had little of the curiosity of what are considered the
more civilised Orientals, and asked very few questions.

* We are content,' said the scheik.

* Then believe me you are in the condition of no other
people,' I replied.

*My children/ sai^ ifae scheik, 'hear the words of this